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CHELSEA

A BACKPASS THROUGH HISTORY
NEW EDITION 2016/2017 SEASON FULLY UPDATED
THE ULTIMATE LIMITED EDITION 2 DVD BOOK SET.

This limited edition hardback book provides an insight into the
unique journey of one the most famous football club’s in the
world Chelsea.
Follow the authoritative text charting the rise of the club from its
origins of its founding father Gus Mears acquiring the Stamford
Bridge athletic stadium to their scaling the top of English football.
With in depth statistical information, additional career player
retrospectives, a focus on the managers who have guided the club,
including a special feature on Jose Mourinho and Antonio Conte.
This limited edition book looks at some of those historic moments
in this unique collection through images and television archives
going back 30 years.
Chelsea A Backpass Through History also includes over four hours
of vintage Chelsea matches and profiles some of the clubs star
players including Kerry Dixon, John Hollins, Ray Wilkins and Peter
Osgood which can all be seen in this collection of action from 30
years of the television archives.

BIBLIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION:

Format: 270 x 270mm Hardback Book
Extent: 112 pages
Illustrations: 115 colour and mono photographs
Text: 30,000 words
ISBN: 978-1-9997050-0-8
RRP: £24.99
PUBLICATION DATE: OCTOBER 2017

KEY SELLING POINTS:
• Unique Hardback book and 2 DVD set
• Profiles of Antonio Conte and the key Chelsea players
• Features over 3 hours of classic Chelsea matches
from the TV archives

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:

Michael A. O’Neill is a writer and actor who trained at the Central School of Speech and Drama in London. For many years he wrote
scripts for historical documentaries, which he also produced and narrated; these have been shown worldwide on a variety of TV
channels such as the Discovery Channel and the History Channel. He scripted and composed the music for the TV series ‘Hitler’s
War’, and has also written novels and articles for newspapers. His interest in football has endured for more than fifty years
leading him to write several books about top British clubs.
Chelsea v Manchester United
Tommy Walker the Chelsea inside right keeps an eye on the ball
29th November 1947

improvements which would soon pay dividends.
Thanks to Roy Bentley hammering in 21 goals,
with Johnny McNichol hard on his heels with 18,
the Blues found themselves in an unusual place
the following season. After their usual wobble,
which began earlier that year, in September
1953, after 4 games in a row had been lost, they
found their rhythm. Were it not for the last 4
games, of which they lost three, they would have
climbed high in the table. But because of that
collapse, they were 8th in the league after the
final match. Not a brilliant season but a good solid
one for Drake and his men that brought hope to
everyone’s hearts.
Incidentally, Roy Bentley was top goalscorer
every season from 1949 until 1956. An impressive record. The numbers are; 22, 22, 11, 17, 17,
21, 21, 16.
So the 1954/55 season opened. It was
Chelsea’s 41st year of competitive football and
their 20th year in the top League. As the lads
trooped off the pitch after their first match ended
in a 1-1 draw against Leicester, no one dreamed
of what would unfold over the next ten months.
It was a slow start, and in October the Blues were
up to their tricks again losing 4 games in row
and floating on 12th place. And then the magic
began, and the wins began to outrun the draws
and losses. There followed 25 games without
defeat. A run of ten matches brought 7 victories
and Chelsea were riding high at Easter in 4th
place. At last they were in with a chance at
the title. The run up to the last four matches
was nail-biting because Chelsea had to play
both of their main rivals, Wolverhampton
Wanderers and Portsmouth, in two of those four
games. They had already beaten Wolverhampton
3-4 away from home and Portsmouth at home
4-1.
The match against Wolverhampton was
nerve-wracking, and Chelsea were almost denied
a vital penalty when the referee missed a Billy
Wright handball that prevented a Chelsea shot
from going in the net. Luckily, the linesman was
watching, and so full-back Peter Sillet ensured
that Wolverhampton went down 1-0. Portsmouth
were not so easy to conquer, and they took a 0-0
draw from Stamford Bridge. Chelsea had to win
one of their last two games. The decider came
on St. George’s Day 1954. Sheffield Wednesday
visited Stamford Bridge and were sent home
after a stinging 3-0 defeat.
The title was already safe when Chelsea lost
the last match to Manchester United 2-1. Defeat
in that game could not taint the glory. It had
been a long wait since 1905, but Chelsea were
league champions for the first time. A moment
for fans to savour.
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