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QUEEN LIVE 1970 - 2020 - 50 YEARS
During 20 years as one of the worlds best loved rock bands Queen played a total of
over 700 concerts throughout the world. The band’s earliest documented concerts
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were at colleges in the Home Counties of England in 1970; their performance at
Live Aid in 1985 at Wembley is considered one of the best live shows anywhere and
their final show was at Knebworth Park on August 9th 1986. And then there was the
Freddie Mercury Memorial Concert at Wembley Stadium. This stunning illustrated
book includes set lists of many key shows and takes the reader through each tour in
depth which defined their career and a generation of rock music.
KEY SELLING POINTS:
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• The major Hollywood film Bohemian Rhapsody won an Oscar for Rami Malek
and has grossed a $1bn USD becoming the highest grossing rock music film
of all time.
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• Queen are one of the biggest stadium rock bands in the world. “Another One
Bites the Dust” (1980) became their best-selling single, while their 1981
compilation album Greatest Hits is the best-selling album in the UK and is
certified eight times platinum in the US.
• Their record sales are at least 300 million, making them one of the world’s
best-selling bands.
• They were inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 2001.
• In 2018 they were presented the Grammy Lifetime Achievement Award.

Each chapter features the story of one of Queen’s major tours
1 - Queen II
2 - Sheer Heart Attack
3 - A Night at the Opera
4 - Summer 1976
5 - A Day at the Races
6 - News of the World
7 - Jazz
8 - Crazy Tour
9 - The Game Tour
10 - Hot Space
11 - The Works
12 - Live Aid
13 - Magic

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:
Alison James is a History Graduate and Showbiz
Journalist who writes about royals and celebrities
for the Daily Mail, the Daily Express and Yours
magazine in the UK and has also written best selling
biographies of Iron Maiden and other major rock
bands.

was quite so certain. And the fears seemed justified when,
having arranged a showcase for the band in the Kings Road,
Nelson’s best efforts brought not one person from the A&R
department of any record company to sit in the audience.
But Nelson was persistent, and his efforts were producing
results; CBS were now interested, and negotiations had gone
so far as three re-drafts of a contract with Queen. And when
the tape landed on the desk of Elektra Records’ managing
director Jack Holzman, Queen had again acquired another
groupie. Holzman described the music as “like a perfectly
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cut diamond”, completely rounded, and he was astonished
by it. Holzman was desperate to sign the band, and Nelson
doubted that CBS were really on-board with what they called
a country band, albeit “one of the best”.
The wheels were finally beginning to turn, and they gathered
speed when 1973 arrived and Queen turned up at Langham 1
Studio belonging to the BBC in London’s West End. There, they
recorded vocals for four of the group’s songs that were to be
broadcast on Sounds of the Seventies, a radio program hosted
by DJ John Peel. Queen had at last reached a wider audience
and come to the attention of the pop music aficionados.

But there was better still yet to
come.
Roy Featherstone was the A&R executive at EMI, who were
investing in a new record label, EMI Records. Queen’s
publisher, Ronnie Beck, met up with Featherstone at a music
business conference in the south of France and foisted the
Queen tape upon him; Featherstone was mesmerised and
sent a telegram to say the band should talk to him before
they did anything else, because “I want this band on my
record label”.
In the ensuing negotiations, Trident rejected the initial offer
from EMI, and their persistence paid off. After a revised
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RIGHT: Queen rehearsing for their first major tour, 1973
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