
It was a huge worry to him at the time; ‘I genuinely thought, 

‘This is what happens. This is when you lose it’,’ he told The 

Big Issue in 1996. But luckily all went well with the operation 

and his career continued to flourish, 

He was huge in the United States, where fame borders 

on deification, and he really couldn’t deal with it.  As the 

Rolling Stone’s writer Greg Pond put it: ‘He is only 24 – three 

years younger than Prince, five years younger than Michael 

Jackson, and outselling both of them. He is ridiculously 

famous; he has more money than he can spend. And for most 

of his brief career, he has had virtually no artistic credibility.’

By the time of his 25th birthday on 25 June 1988 George 

celebrated as a very successful solo performer. On the 

day itself he played the third of three dates at the NEC in 

Birmingham and was surprised on stage when Andrew 

appeared, along with his family, to present him with a giant 

birthday cake.

his boy band innocence was over. It also cemented George’s 

heterosexual image when it was promoted with a video 

depicting him with his then real-life girlfriend and muse, 

American model Cathy Jeung.  Sensual scenes included 

plenty of bare flesh and splashing water and George writing 

the words ‘explore’ and ‘monogamy’ on Cathy’s leg.  

George released a statement defending the song, which was 

actually an ode to monogamy. ‘The emphasis of the AIDS 

campaign has been on safe sex, but the campaign has missed 

relationships. It’s missed emotion. It’s missed monogamy. 

‘I Want Your Sex’ is about attaching lust to love, not just to 

strangers’, he said.

Following the album’s release, George set off on his first solo 

tour involving nine-months on the road performing 137 dates. 

While in Australia he suffered laryngitis and his voice got worse 

over the next few dates. A medical examination revealed a cyst 

on his on his vocal cords, requiring throat surgery. 

Wham! perform at their farewell concert, entitled ‘The 

Final’ at Wembley Stadium, 28th June 1986
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He also really appreciated that his success had continued as 

his audience grew older with him and accepted and enjoyed 

his music as it matured and explored more personal themes.  

His sexuality didn’t seem to make a difference to his legion of 

female fans. Although marrying George was clearly no longer 

an option, women still held him in enormous affection and felt 

protective of him. His later brushes with the law and problems 

with drugs only served to make him more vulnerable.

But although always appreciative of his loyal fanbase, he was 

also often mystified, as he explained when he appeared on 

Desert Island Discs in 2007.

‘You can’t imagine what it is like playing to people who have 

been loyal to you for 25 years, who haven’t seen you for 15. 

It’s the most life-affirming thing I could have done. …… I’m so 

grateful to them.’

‘In a strange way I have spent much of the last 15, 20 years 

trying to derail my career because it never seems to suffer 

…I suffer like crazy… but my career seems to right itself like a 

plastic duck in a bath. And I think in some ways I resent that’.

‘Because you are rich and famous does not mean your life is 

problem-free. Problems are not greater or less than when I 

was 17, just different.

‘I think I finally realised that one of the reasons my life has 

been so extreme and in some ways self-destructive, is that, 

it sounds arrogant, but I never had any feeling that my 

talent was going to let me down. I had a feeling that I had an 

advantage over a lot of other people in the industry, and a lot 

of people in my own life.’

At that time, he seemed to be in a good place, having found 

some peace and contentment in his life with Kenny. When 

pressed as to what was different, he said;’ Well in all honesty 

nobody’s died on me in years. It took me years to believe that 

these blows weren’t going to keep coming.’

He also spoke about his relationship with marihuana and said 

he didn’t think it was a big problem, nor getting in the way of 

George Michael performs at Datch Forum on October 07, 

2006 in Milan, Italy
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After rising to fame in the pop duo Wham! in the early 1980s, George went on to have a 

hugely successful international solo career as a singer, writer, producer and performer.

He clocked up 11 number one hits in the UK alone and sold more than 100m 

albums worldwide during a career spanning almost four decades. As the creator 

of infectiously catchy pop songs with Wham! and then more reflective and soulful 

tracks as a mature solo artist, he became a superstar throughout the world, winning 

armfuls of awards and millions of fans. 

Yet running alongside this phenomenal success, George had a self-destructive streak. 

Despite being a pin up for teenage girls, he was a troubled soul;  a gay man who hid 

his true sexuality for years and consequently endured endless press speculation about 

his love life. Struggling to come to terms with losing his first love and his mother within 

a few years of each other, George suffered episodes of depression, drug addiction, 

headline-making arrests and a famous legal battle with his record company.

Yet through all his difficulties, his talent never let him down. And nor did his  

legions of loyal fans who were distraught over his sudden death on 

Christmas Day 2016, aged just 53. 

T h i s  i s  h i s  s t o r y  … … .

But the George Michael of Wham! was to some extent an act 

-  a creation based on Andrew. As quoted by Rolling Stone in 

1988 George said; ‘I created a man - in the image of a great 

friend - that the world could love if they chose to, someone 

who could realise my dreams and make me a star. I called him 

George Michael, and for almost a decade, he worked his arse 

off for me, and did as he was told. He was very good at his job, 

perhaps a little too good.’

The band’s fourth single, Club Tropicana was something of 

a departure – rather than depicting rebellion and revelling in 

being on the dole, George wrote something very different. Club 

Tropicana was a catchy number showing beautiful people 

living it up at a swanky holiday resort – where the drinks were 

famously free. The twist in the tale was that the end showed 

that George, Andrew, Shirlie and Dee were actually cabin crew 

on a break from work. It was released in July 1983 and peaked 

at number four in the UK, going on to be the 39th best-selling 

single of that year. 

  

With four UK Top 10 singles to their name Wham! was now 

a pop phenomenon and released its first album, modestly 

entitled Fantastic on July 9, 1983. This powerful and confident 

debut album was a collection of feelgood, frothy tunes. It 

received mixed reviews, but was a commercial smash, going 

straight to number one in the UK and spending 113 weeks in 

the Top 100.

As well as the four successful singles, the album included a 

reprise of Come On! from their original demo, two new songs 

(A Ray of Sunshine and Nothing Looks The Same In The Light) 

and a cover of The Miracles’ Love Machine.

This album is however notable for the absence of one song 

in particular; Careless Whisper – co-written when the boys 

were just 17 - was thought at the time not to fit in, song-wise or 

image-wise.

Because it went on to be a massive hit for George after he’d 

launched his solo career, Andrew’s part in the hit is often 

forgotten. But he was credited as co-writer and it was definitely 

something they worked on as a pair in Wham! days. 

So despite his father’s misgivings, George had made it aged 

just 20, He was  a successful singer, songwriter, producer and 

arranger of catchy tunes which fizzed with energy and youthful 

spirit.  Yet despite the fact that Fantastic, brought Wham! 

almost instant success, the boys did not make their fortune 

from it. The contract with Innervision meant that they were on 

just £40 a week – better than the dole, but not much.

In his authorised biography Bare, George recalls; ’…..it was 

getting ridiculous to have no money, to have to keep asking for 

a little bit of money for clothes and stuff, when you know how 

much you are making for other people.’

So in what was famously not to be his only contract dispute 

with a record company, George resolved to get out of the 

deal. While the legalities were being thrashed out, Innervision 

released a medley of tracks from the Fantastic album, which 

had not been previously available as singles. This put Wham! 

in the rather unusual position of exhorting fans not to buy that 

particular record, called Club Fantastic Megamix. ‘We don’t 

approve of it and we don’t feel that we can recommend that 

anybody should buy it,’ said George and Andrew in a press 

statement. ‘In fact, we would be very unhappy to think that any 

of our fans might waste their money on it.’

George Michael and Andrew Ridgeley of Wham 

performing at the Lyceum Theatre during the Club 

Fantastic Tour, London, UK, 15th November 1983

G E O R G E  M I C H A E L   Y O U  H A V E  B E E N  L O V E D Y O U N G  G U N S  G O  F O R  I T

18 19

© Danann Publishing Ltd

Advance Trade Information

BIBLIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION:
Format: 270 x 270mm Hardback Book

Extent: 112 pages
Illustrations: 150 colour and mono photographs

Text: 30,000 words
ISBN: 978-1-9997050-5-3

RRP: £20.00
PUBLICATION DATE: Autumn 2019

GEORGE MICHAEL  You Have Been Loved
Carolyn McHugh

George Michael was an English singer, songwriter, record producer, and 
philanthropist who rose to fame as a member of the music duo Wham! and 
later embarked on a solo career. Michael has sold over 115 million records 

worldwide making him one of the best-selling music artists of all time.
He achieved seven number one songs on the UK Singles Chart and eight 

number one songs on the US Billboard Hot 100. He was widely known for his 
success in the 1980s and 1990s, including Wham! singles such as “Wake 
Me Up Before You Go-Go” and “Last Christmas” and solo singles such as 

“Careless Whisper” and “Faith”.

Michael formed the duo Wham! with Andrew Ridgeley in 1981. The band’s 
first two albums, Fantastic (1983) and Make It Big (1984), reached number one 

on the UK Albums Chart and the US Billboard 200. Michael’s first solo single 
“Careless Whisper” reached number one in over 20 countries, including the 

UK and US. Michael’s debut solo album Faith was released in 1987, topping the 
UK Albums Chart, and staying at number one on the Billboard 200 for 12 weeks. 

Four singles from the album, “Faith”, “Father Figure”, “One More Try”, and 
“Monkey” reached number one on the Billboard Hot 100. It won Album of the 
Year at the 31st Grammy Awards. Three years after the release of Faith,Listen 

Without Prejudice Vol. 1 (1990) was released which included the Billboard Hot 
100 number one “Praying for Time”. “Don’t Let the Sun Go Down on Me”, 
a 1991 duet with Elton John, was also a transatlantic number one. Michael, 

who came out as gay in 1998, was an active LGBT rights campaigner and HIV/
AIDS charity fundraiser. 

His most famous songs were with Wham! and as a solo artist, and he 
collaborated with such musical royalty as Elton John, Aretha Franklin, Queen, 

Mary J. Blige, Whitney Houston, Paul McCartney and Beyoncé.

KEY SELLING POINTS:
• George Michael has sold over 100 million records and his hits 

have over a billion streams on Spotify.  

• He has had eight number ones on the Billboard Hot 100 and 
is one of the best selling artists of all time.  

 

‘Last Christmas’  - A major Universal movie written by and 
starring Emma Thompson is released in Autumn 2019 

featuring the music of George Michael

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:
Carolyn McHugh is a freelance writer and editor based 

in Southampton England - although her Irish roots stretch 
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books on musicians and rock bands and Phil Lynott was 

her teenage crush.
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